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PART A: STRATEGIC OVERVIEW OF THE ASSEMBLY 

Establishment of the District 

North East Gonja District was carved out of East Gonja Municipal Assembly in 2018 by a 

legislative Instrument (LI) 2367 and inaugurated on February, 2019.  

Kpalbe is the District Capital. 

The District shares boundaries with the Mion District and Tamale Metropolitan Assembly 

to the North, Central Gonja District to the West, Nanumba North District to the East and 

East Gonja Municipal Assembly to the South. 

The total land area of the district is estimated at 3,500 square kilometres. The district has 

a total of 86 communities 

 

Population Structure 

According to the 2010 population census, the total population size of the District is 

estimated at 75,852 constituting of 38,684 male and 37,168 female 

Vision  

A leading decentralized local government service provider in the country with high quality 

delivery of development programs and projects and create a sustainable and enviable 

atmosphere of peace and security. 

Mission 

The North East Gonja District exists to ensure equitable development of the District for 

all persons by mobilizing, coordinating and judiciously utilizing resources for sustainable 

improvement of the lives of the people. 

Goals  

To build best-in-client-oriented local economic platforms, and productive service delivery 

in district.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



North East Gonja District Assembly  

5 
 

Core Functions 

According to Section 12 of the Local Governance Act, 2016, Act 936, the District 

Assembly shall: 

(1) A District Assembly shall (a) exercise political and administrative authority in the 

district; 20 Act 936 Local Governance Act, 2016 (b) promote local economic development; 

and (c) provide guidance, give direction to and supervise other administrative authorities 

in the district as may be prescribed by law.  

(2) A District Assembly shall exercise deliberative, legislative and executive functions.  

(3) Without limiting subsections (1) and (2), a District Assembly shall (a) be responsible 

for the overall development of the district; (b) formulate and execute plans, programmes 

and strategies for the effective mobilization of the resources necessary for the overall 

development of the district; (c) promote and support productive activity and social 

development in the district and remove any obstacles to initiative and development; (d) 

sponsor the education of students from the district to fill particular manpower needs of the 

district especially in the social sectors of education and health, making sure that the 

sponsorship is fairly and equitably balanced between male and female students; (e) 

initiate programmes for the development of basic infrastructure and provide municipal 

works and services in the district; (f) be responsible for the development, improvement 

and management of human settlements and the environment in the district; (g) in co-

operation with the appropriate national and local security agencies, be responsible for the 

maintenance of security and public safety in the district; (h) ensure ready access to courts 

in the district for the promotion of justice; (i) act to preserve and promote the cultural 

heritage within the district; (j) initiate, sponsor or carry out studies that may be necessary 

for the discharge of any of the duties conferred by this Act or any other enactment; and 

(k) perform any other functions that may be provided under another enactment. 21 Local 

Governance Act, 2016 Act 936  

(4) A District Assembly shall take the steps and measures that are necessary and 

expedient to (a) execute approved development plans for the district; (b) guide, 

encourage and support sub-district local structures, public agencies and local 
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communities to perform their functions in the execution of approved development plans; 

(c) initiate and encourage joint participation with other persons or bodies to execute 

approved development plans; (d) promote or encourage other persons or bodies to 

undertake projects under approved development plans; and (e) monitor the execution of 

projects under approved development plans and assess and evaluate their impact on the 

development of the district and national economy in accordance with government policy.  

(5) A District Assembly shall co-ordinate, integrate and harmonize the execution of 

programmes and projects under approved development plans for the district and other 

development programmes promoted or carried out by Ministries, Departments, public 

corporations and other statutory bodies and non-governmental organizations in the 

district.  

 

District Economy  

Agriculture 

The main occupation of the people is farming (Crop cultivation and animal rearing). 

Common crops cultivated in the area are Maize, Rice, Soybeans, Yam, Groundnut and 

Cassava.  

Farmers in the district are highly dependent on natural rainfall due to the absence of 

irrigated farm lands though reliable water bodies are readily available and surrounded by 

fertile lands. 

The presence of SAPIP and GASSIP in the District has further positioned farmers in the 

District to venture into commercial farming. 

Government flagship programmes such as Planting for Food and Jobs (PFJ), Rearing for 

food and Jobs (RFJ), Planting for Export and Rural Development (PERD) are all present 

in the District. 

The common cash crop in the district is Shea which grows in the wild. 
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Road Network 

The road network in the district spans a total of 306.1kms of which majority of these roads 

are not engineered.  

The only tarred road in the District is the Tamale ï Salaga Highway. 

Work is ongoing on the Bunjai -Fulfulso Highway to link the Eastern part of the Region to 

the Central and the District Capital without having to pass through Tamale the Northern 

Regional Capital. 

Due to the bad nature of roads, farmers find it difficult to access farm inputs and market 

especially during the rainy season. 

 

Energy 

Seventeen (17) communities are connected to the national grid out a total of 86 

communities in the District.  

Efforts are still being made to have every community in the District connected to the 

National Grid to improve the economic fortunes of the District. 

Health 

The District has only one (1) health Centre and Seven (7) functional Community Health-

based Planning Services (CHPS) Zones. 

The District is also benefiting from Agenda 111 District hospitals of which work has 

started. 

For three years in a row, Malaria has topped the chart for OPD attendance. 

The District has not recorded any maternal/child deaths in almost three years now so the 

District continue to work hard towards maintaining this record. 

No COVID-19 related case has been recorded in the District so far. 

 

Category   2019  2020   2021  

Medical Officer   1   0   0  

Physician Assistant  3   2  2 
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Professional Nurses  22  10  14  

Community Health Nurses   24  18 21 

Enrolled Nurses   101  57  108  

Midwives   10  5  8  

Disease Control Officers   1  1  1  

Nutrition Officers  1  1  3  

Health Promotion Officers  0  2  1  

Public Health Nurse 0 1 1 

Health Information 0 1 1 

Field Technicians   3  2 2  

TOTAL 166 100 162 

 

 

Education 

The district is divided into four circuits; namely Bunjai, Fuu, Jantong and Kpalbe. 

 

Number of Schools (Public and Private) and staff strength 

 

NO. SCHOOL 

CATEGORY 

NO. OF 

SCHOOLS 

PUBLIC PRIVATE NUMBER 

OF 

TEACHERS 

1 Pre-School  

38 

 

37 

 

1 

 

38 

2 Primary School  

38 

 

37 

 

1 

 

133 

3 Junior High School 

(JHS) 

  

 

15 

 

15 

 

0 

 

77 

 

 

 



North East Gonja District Assembly  

9 
 

Market Centers 

The Kpalbe, Bunjai, Jidanturu and Latinkpa markets are the major marketing 

centers in the District where traders from Salaga, Tamale and other parts of the 

North come to trade.  

S/N MARKET CENTER MARKET DAYS 

1. Kpalbe Every six days 

2. Bunjai Every six days 

3. Latinkpa Every six days 

4 Jidanturu Every six days 

 

 

Water and Sanitation 

Provision of potable drinking water is a major challenge in the district because of the low 

water table, making drilling of boreholes difficult. About nineteen (19) boreholes with hand 

pumps, two mechanized boreholes are found in the district and twenty-three (23) stand 

pipes providing portable drinking water in the District 

In the area of sanitation, 36 communities in the District are Open Defecation Free (ODF). 

Fumigation exercise is being periodically conducted in all public places in the district in 

the fight against COVID-19. Sensitization exercise in 12 Communities on general 

sanitation and COVID-19 preventive measures carried out. Eleven (11) refuse evacuation 

containers were also mounted in strategic locations of the district. 
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Key Issues/Challenges 

Å Inadequate office and residential accommodation 

Á Lack of portable drinking water 

Á High pupil teacher ratio. 

Á Inadequate health professionals.   

Á Inadequate heath infrastructure. 

Á Inadequate school infrastructure. 

Á The influx of nomadic Fulani herdsmen posing a threat to farming activities in the 

District. 

Á Poor revenue mobilization 

Á Improper human settlement development 

Á Poor road network 

 

Key Achievements in 2021 

ü Completed work on the construction of 1NO. CHPS compound at Kpalbusi. 

ü Construction of Gidanturu CHPS compound is 84% complete. 

ü Construction of 3-unit classroom block with ancillary facilities at Nyamalga is 45% 

complete. 

ü Construction of 3-unit classroom block with ancillary facilities at Fuu is at 52%. 

ü Started the construction of Nurses quarters at Kpalbe 

ü Started the construction of market stores/stalls at Jantong Dabogshei 12% 

ü Rehabilitation of GES temporal office block at Kpalbe (86% complete) 
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ü Crop demonstrations to teach farmers on good Agricultural practices was 

established 

ü Sensitized and registered 1,278 farmers on PFJ 

ü Monitored beneficiaries on RFJ 

ü Field days conducted on established demonstrations 

ü Soybean utilization demonstrations conducted 

ü Five VSLA groups formed 
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                    CONSTRUCTION OF CHPS COMPOUND AT KPAALBUSI 
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              CONSTRUCTION OF CHPS COMPOUND AT GIDANTURU 
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 COSTRUCTION OF CLASSROOM BLOCK AT FUU GIRLS MODEL 

 

 

                  

                        RICE DEMONSTRATION FARM AT NYAMALGA 
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HANDING OVER OF TOOLKITS TO VSLA GROUPS FORMED IN THE DISTRICT 

 

 

 

CONDUCTED SOYABEAN UTILIZATION DEMONSTRATION TO EMPOWER 
WOMEN WITH SKILLS TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OPPORTUNITIES IN THE AREA 

 
































































































































